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In the architecture of academic research and technical reporting, the second chapter—commonly referred to as 

Chapter II: Literature Review and Theoretical Framework  (or Kajian Pustaka dan Landasan Teori)—serves as

the critical foundation upon which the entire study is built. Far from being a mere summary of existing works,

Chapter II provides the epistemological justification for a research project. It establishes the boundaries of the

investigation, identifies the theoretical lenses through which data will be analyzed, and maps the existing scholarly

landscape to pinpoint the 'knowledge gap' the researcher intends to fill.

For senior researchers and technical writers, mastering Chapter II requires a sophisticated understanding of how to

synthesize complex information into a coherent narrative. This article provides an exhaustive analysis of the

components, methodologies, and technical executions required to produce a high-caliber theoretical foundation,

drawing on established academic paradigms and systematic review protocols.

1. The Structural Components of Chapter II

A standard Chapter II is not a monolithic block of text but a structured sequence of interconnected subsections.

While specific requirements may vary between institutions or technical fields, the following hierarchy is globally

recognized as the gold standard for research proposals and technical theses:

•  Kajian Pustaka (Literature Review): A systematic evaluation of previously published research relevant to the 

current topic.

•  Landasan Teori (Theoretical Framework): An in-depth explanation of the theories, principles, and constructs 

that provide the logic for the research hypothesis.

•  Konsep (Conceptual Definitions): Precise definitions of the variables and terminology used in the study.

•  Kerangka Berpikir (Conceptual Framework/Research Model): A visual or narrative representation of how the 

variables interact based on the established theories.

•  Hipotesis (Research Hypotheses): Empirical predictions derived from the theoretical framework (applicable in 

quantitative research).

1.1. Defining the Literature Review (Kajian Pustaka)

The primary objective of the literature review is to demonstrate the researcher's mastery over the field. According to 

Sugiyono (2013), a literature review must involve more than just listing previous studies; it requires an analytical 

critique that compares findings, methodologies, and conclusions. By analyzing previous works—such as those by 

Santoso (2013)regarding multicultural writing skills—researchers can avoid redundancy and build upon existing

innovation.

1.2. The Essence of the Theoretical Framework (Landasan Teori)

If the literature review describes what has been done, the theoretical framework explains why things happen. 

Kerlinger, as cited in several technical manuals, defines a theory as a set of interrelated constructs (concepts), 

definitions, and propositions that present a systematic view of phenomena by specifying relations among variables. 

In technical writing, this section provides the 'laws' or 'principles' that govern the study, such as Model 

Pembelajaran Kooperatif (Cooperative Learning Models) in educational research.



2. Technical Execution: Synthesizing Theory into Research Models

The transition from abstract theory to a concrete research model is one of the most challenging aspects of

technical writing. This process requires a logical bridge where general theories are narrowed down into specific

research variables.

2.1. Theoretical Deductive Process

Technical writing in research follows a deductive path: General Theory &rarr; Middle-Range Theory &rarr; 

Applied Theory . For instance, if a study focuses on improving student outcomes, the hierarchy might look like this:

1.  Grand Theory: Constructivism (How humans learn).

2.  Middle-Range Theory: Social Interdependence Theory.

3.  Applied Theory: Cooperative Learning Model (Technical implementation in the classroom).

2.2. Developing the Conceptual Model (Kerangka Berpikir)

Uma Sekaran (2006)defines the conceptual framework as a model that describes how a researcher makes sense

of the relationships between the several factors identified as important to the problem. In technical documentation,

this is often represented as a flow diagram showing the relationship between Independent Variables (X),

Dependent Variables (Y), and potential Moderating or Mediating Variables (M/Z).



Element Description Role in Research

Independent Variable (X) The factor being manipulated or 
tested.

The 'Cause' or 'Input'.

Dependent Variable (Y) The outcome being measured. The 'Effect' or 'Output'.

Moderating Variable Factors that strengthen or weaken the 
relationship between X and Y.

Contextual modifier.

Mediating Variable The mechanism through which X 
influences Y.

Intervening process.

3. Case Study Analysis: Educational Models and Technical Writing

To understand the practical application of Chapter II, we can examine the implementation of Innovative Learning 

Models as highlighted in recent technical studies. A common focus is the Model Pembelajaran Kooperatif

(Cooperative Learning).

3.1. Technical Breakdown of Cooperative Learning Models

As noted by Wismayana (2020), cooperative learning is not merely group work; it is a structured pedagogical

technique where students work together to construct concepts. From a technical writer's perspective, this requires a

detailed description of the procedural steps (syntax) of the model:

•  Phase 1: Goal orientation and motivation.

•  Phase 2: Presentation of technical information.

•  Phase 3: Organizing students into learning teams (heterogeneous grouping).

•  Phase 4: Assisting team work and study.

•  Phase 5: Testing on materials (Assessment).

•  Phase 6: Providing recognition (Incentive structure).

3.2. Evaluation of Previous Findings

Research by Winda (2018) suggests that the success of these models depends on the technical 'innovation' 

applied within the specific environment (e.g., a Madrasah Diniyah). A technical writer must compare these findings 

against other models, such as Reciprocal Teaching , to determine which framework provides the best fit for the

current research problem.

4. Procedural Guide: How to Write a High-Impact Chapter II

Constructing a 2,000-word Chapter II requires a systematic workflow. Follow these technical steps to ensure

comprehensive coverage and logical flow:

Step 1: Systematic Literature Search

Identify primary and secondary sources. Primary sources include peer-reviewed journal articles, conference 

papers, and original patents. Secondary sources include textbooks and meta-analyses. Use databases like Google 

Scholar, Scopus, and ResearchGate to find cited works (e.g., searching for Sugiyono 2006 or Trianto in Syahrir 

2020).

Step 2: Documentation and Mapping



Create a synthesis matrix to track different authors' perspectives on the same concept. This prevents the 'he-said/

she-said' style of writing and encourages a thematic approach.



Author (Year) Core Concept Methodology Key Findings

Wismayana (2020) Cooperative Learning Qualitative/Model Dev Constructing concepts 
through group synergy.

Astutik (2023) Learning Models Descriptive Models must align with 
specific learning objectives.

Santoso (2013) Multicultural Writing Experimental Cooperative techniques 
improve argumentative 
skills.

Step 3: Building the Theoretical Foundation

Explain the 'General Theory' first. If the study is about technical skills in tourism (as mentioned in some JSON 

sources), start with the Concept of Tourism Geography  or Service Quality Theorybefore narrowing down to

specific local impacts.

Step 4: Defining the Conceptual Framework

Synthesize the literature and theory into a unique model. This is where you explain your 'Research Logic.' You must

state: "Based on the theories of A and the findings of B, this study proposes that Variable X will influence Variable Y

through the mechanism of Z."

5. Technical Challenges and Troubleshooting in Theoretical Writing

Even senior writers encounter hurdles when drafting Chapter II. Identifying these early is crucial for maintaining

academic integrity and technical accuracy.

5.1. Avoiding 'The Patchwork' Problem

A common error is 'patchwork writing,' where a writer strings together quotes without providing original synthesis. 

Solution: Use the P.E.E.L method for every paragraph: Point (State the main idea), Evidence (Cite the theory/

source), Explanation (Analyze how this relates to your study), Link (Connect to the next point).

5.2. Managing Source Recency

Technical fields evolve rapidly. Theories from 1980 may still be valid as 'Grand Theories,' but 'Applied Theories' and 

'Previous Studies' should ideally be from the last 5-10 years. Solution:Prioritize citations from 2018-2024 to

ensure the study remains relevant to modern technical standards.

5.3. Theoretical Inconsistency

Using two conflicting theories without explaining the discrepancy can invalidate the research logic. Solution:If

Theory A and Theory B contradict, the writer must choose one as the primary lens or explain how the current study

seeks to reconcile the two.

6. Advanced Modeling: Mathematical and Procedural Logic

In more technical or quantitative studies, Chapter II must include the mathematical or algorithmic representation of

the theories discussed. For instance, if the Landasan Teori involves statistical learning, the writer should detail the

underlying functions.

6.1. The Role of Formulas in Theoretical Frameworks



When discussing models, technical writers often use symbolic logic to define relationships:

Y = &alpha; + &beta;1X1 + &beta;2X2 + &epsilon;

Where:- Y is the Dependent Variable (e.g., Student Achievement).- X1, X2 are Independent Variables (e.g., Model 

Innovation, Teacher Skill).- &alpha; is the Constant.- &beta; represents the Coefficients.- &epsilon;is the Error

Term.

Explicitly defining these in Chapter II ensures that the subsequent methodology (Chapter III) and analysis (Chapter

IV) are perfectly aligned with the theoretical premise.

7. Synthesizing the Strategic Impact of Chapter II

The transition from a theoretical review to practical application marks the successful conclusion of Chapter II. This 

section must effectively summarize how the established theories provide a solution to the research problem 

identified in Chapter I. By meticulously documenting the Kajian Pustaka and Landasan Teori , the researcher

transforms a simple investigation into a rigorous scientific inquiry.

Ultimately, a robust Chapter II serves three audiences: the evaluator (who checks for academic rigor), the 

practitioner (who looks for actionable models), and the future researcher(who uses the literature map to start

their own journey). By adhering to the technical structures outlined above—from the deductive theoretical hierarchy

to the precise conceptual modeling of variables—technical writers can produce a document that is not only 2,000

words in length but also carries significant intellectual weight and SEO authority in the academic and professional

sphere.

The integration of diverse perspectives, from Sugiyono's methodological frameworks to Umah'sconceptual

models, ensures that the research is grounded in reality while pushing the boundaries of innovation. Whether the

focus is on educational models, tourism, or engineering, the principles of Chapter II remain the same: provide the

evidence, build the theory, and define the path forward.
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